
RESOLUTON NUMBER 29 

VACANT LOTS AND HEALTH  

 

WHEREAS, The Journal of American Medicine recently reported on a Philadelphia study showing that the 

“greening” of vacant and neglected urban land can improve mental health; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Philadelphia study showed that greening urban land significantly reduced the participants’ 

occasions of feeling depressed, and particularly those participants in resource limited areas; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is noteworthy that the greening efforts undertaken on the lands in the Philadelphia study 

consisted of such simple acts as removing trash, grading land, planting new grass and a small number of trees, 

and regular monthly maintenance; and 

 

WHEREAS, another study testing the impact of restoring vacant urban lands has on violence, crime, and fear 

in communities reported in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States found 

participants in the control groups viewed vacant and neglected spaces in their communities as a principal threat 

to their health and safety, while participants living in areas where greening occurred reported feeling an 

enhanced sense of security, and 

 

WHEREAS, during the study period in the areas where greening took place there was a notable decrease in 

overall crime numbers, and the number of assaults involving firearms and burglaries in particular; and  

 

WHEREAS, the greening efforts undertaken in this study also consisted of the simple acts of removing trash, 

grading land, planting new grass, and regular maintenance; and  

 

WHEREAS, there are other studies that show similar greening efforts affect economic outcomes in 

neighborhoods; and  

 

WHEREAS, decreasing the vast number of vacant and neglected lots in the City and the associated problems, 

including crime, cannot be done by relying on economic development alone; and  

 

WHEREAS, focusing on economic development as the solution to these problems comes at a cost to City 

residents, and often only benefits certain groups of residents; and  

 

WHEREAS, inexpensive, neighborhood focused efforts to restore and green vacant and neglected lots in the 

City as was done in these studies would have significant and varied benefits for communities across the City; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the greening efforts done in the studies should not be considered special as they should be a part 

of the regular services provided by city governments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City owes a duty to its residents to ensure that the vacant and neglected are cared for, and to 

undertake efforts to green those vacant lots that it owns. 

 

NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we 

recognize that the number of vacant and neglected lots in the City negatively impact the health and wellbeing 

of residents, and that the vast majority of are owned by the City, and be it further resolved that we recognize 

that the City owes a duty to its residents and taxpayers to regularly remove trash and debris from these lots, 

and to mow and otherwise maintain them as a  part of its services to residents. We further direct the Clerk of 

this Board to prepare a copy of this Resolution to be presented at a time and place and to those deemed 

appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 



Introduced this 21st day of May, 2021 by: 

The Honorable Jesse Todd, Alderman 18th Ward 

 

Adopted this 21st day of May, 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_____________________     ____________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 


